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DIVERSION SCAMS AND FRAUDULENT SCHEMES




WHEN

OCTOBER 2008
______________________________________________________________________________

HOW & WHY

Chief Paul A. Kaminsky wants to advise residents of a possible diversion scam.  On October 12 a resident of the township reported a white limousine pulled into her driveway and that a female and male came to her door to speak to her about wanting to remove some trees on her property.  While the female suspect took the resident to the back of her home, the male suspect entered the victim’s residence and took some items from the home.  The female suspect is described as a white female, slight frame, in her 30’s.  The male suspect is described as a white male with a thin frame.  

Chief Kaminsky would like to remind residents of the following regarding fraudulent schemes and scams;

The Home Repair Swindle:  

A “worker” tells the homeowner that he/she was working down the street and “noticed” that the homeowner’s roof, driveway, etc, has a problem and he/she would be willing to help you with this problem at a good price.  If you accept their pitch, you’ll usually find out later that the work is either incomplete or poorly done and over-priced.  The con artist has collected your money and is long gone leaving you with a mess.

Utility Cons:

A con Artist poses as a utility employee to gain access to your home in order to steal money and valuables.  

· Always ask for and check utility employee’s photo ID before admitting the person into your home.

· If you have ANY questions or concerns about the person, ask for a Supervisors phone number and CALL.

In general keep the following tips in mind:
· Always be skeptical of unsolicited calls.

· Be wary of door-to-door sales

· Take time to investigate any home improvement offers.

· Never give your credit card or bank information over the phone or to a company not known to you.

· Do Not be taken in by “You Have Won” notification over the phone or by mail.

· If in doubt about a company, call the Better Business Bureau and check them out.

Beat Burglars
Burglars enter a home, apartment, or condo every 15 seconds.  Do not let your home be another statistic.  Protect your belongings by:

· Keep track of your keys.  Do not leave a key under a doormat, flowerpot, etc.  Burglars look there first.

· Keep garage doors closed and locked.

· Park a car in your driveway or parking slot if you are going away. Ask a neighbor to park their car there while you are gone.  This can deter burglars as it gives the appearance of an occupied home.

· Do not let mail and newspapers accumulate.  Have them stop delivery for the times you are away, or have a neighbor or friend pick up your mail.

· Have your lawn or walks taken care of.  Uncut grass says you are away.  Have snow shoveled from walks and doorways.

· Keep shrubbery trimmed.  Tall, thick shrubs provide cover for burglars.

· Get automatic timers to turn lights on and off in different rooms at designated times.

· Leave lights on outside your home, especially near doors and in the rear of the home.  

